
DOES AN OPEN MIND HELP SECURE
JOBS DURING INTERVIEWS?

Many students have a precon-
ceived notion about different
companies. They keep a particu-
lar company or a particular role
in their mind and prepare for it.
However this limits their explo-
ration of the career option. When
you focus your efforts on one par-
ticular field, you are limiting
yourself. A student has to match
his/her passion with the career
option. Every student has hidden
or latent skills within them.

The student should try to focus
on his/her hidden skills or tal-
ents. A person who wants to spe-
cialise in HR might be really good
in training or counselling. Ex-
plore the right role for your self.
Don’t be taken in only by a brand as job satis-
faction is also important.

SHOULD MONEY BE ONE OF THE GUID-
ING FACTORS FOR SELECTING A JOB?

If you choose a job only on the basis of salary
packages, you will end up burning your energy

after four or five years. The choice
of job should be based on what you
are really good at. The students
should list three areas of interest
and find out what they enjoy most.

They should set a realistic goal
that they can achieve. If you get
associated with a big company,
then there might be temporary fi-
nancial gain. Long term profes-
sional success depends on what
you really like to do or you end up
searching for better options with-
in a short span.

CAN YOU GIVE US A FEW
TIPS ON WRITING A CV?

Employers come across hundreds
of CVs from job aspirants.Your CV

should lead you closer to the job offer. There
should be something that makes your resume
stand out from the rest. Problem-solving skills
and commitment should be stressed upon in the
CV. The career objective should be uniquely de-

scribed in terms of the particular context as well
as their own personality. If you are able to men-
tion specifics, like you were able to get 25 per cent
more sponsorship money compared to the sen-
iors, the employer will find it more interesting.

Some of the common mistakes made by stu-
dents is that they do not use proper terms to de-
fine their strengths and weaknesses. They
should highlight their internships in their CV.
They should not take hobbies and interests
lightly as they actually throw light on the com-
mitment of the student to their particular field
of interest.

HOW IMPORTANT IS INTERNSHIP?
Internships often get converted to job offers.
Effective internships have a significant role

in helping to get your dream job.
Internships should not be chosen on the ba-

sis of big brands and stipends. One should try
to find out whether the long term objective  can
be fulfilled by the internships.

DUE TO THE RECESSION MANY COMPA-
NIES WILL NOT COME FOR PLACEMENTS

THIS YEAR, SO HOW SHOULD ONE FILTER
THE LIMITED CAREER OPPORTUNITIES?
Many FMCG majors might not come for place-
ments, so students should look for job oppor-
tunities in distribution chains. It will be a great
learning experience. However, if a decision is
made solely based on the opportunities, he/she
will miss out on the experience.

—Dr Rathi was in conversation with Arunima Rajan

DEAR STUDENTS, YOU SHOULD CONSIDER A CV AS A TOOL TO COMMUNICATE TO THE EMPLOYER YOUR STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

The art of winning placement interviews
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MANY STUDENTS ARE CONFUSED
ABOUT ZEROING IN ON THE RIGHT

JOB; THE GAP BETWEEN THEIR SKILLS
SET AND JOB REQUIREMENT REMAINS

A SOURCE OF CONSTANT WORRY

Remember to highlight your intern-
ships in the CVs.
Using more action verbs and statistics
in the CV will help put across more
information at a glance.

EDUTIP

The computer screen flickers blue in the
night and the silence that wraps itself
around me is oppressive after the buzz

of Diwali fireworks outside my window all
weekend. It is one of those quiet evenings,
when I like to settle with Face-
book, the social networking site
that takes me through snap-
shots of other people’s worlds.

My very young friend Subbi,
however, does not wait for spe-
cial evenings like this. She lives,
breathes and dreams social net-
working websites. When it’s not
Facebook, she’s onto Orkut or
MySpace or Classmates.com,
Twitter or Friendster..

Most of her mornings, she
tells me, are spent deciding what her status
updates should be every hour. She makes
these all important status update decisions ...
sometimes it’s profound stuff like, ‘Romance
is dead, long live friendship’ and sometimes
she types something as trite as ‘I skipped
gym today’….

For the uninitiated, the status update on a
networking site is the area where you are
supposed to write whatever is on your mind
or what you are doing at that moment. You
are supposed to let your imagination fly, and

come up with interesting one-
liners.

I’ve read all kinds; there are
the witty ones like, ‘I’m think-
ing, Pandora didn’t think out-
side the box’, the quizzical ones,
like, ‘I don’t know why rain
‘drops’ and snow ‘falls’ and even
the intellectual ones like ‘War
never determines who is right,
just who’s left’.

But what I did not know was
that many young people are now

caught in the grip of a new syndrome called
IAD (Internet Addiction Disorder) and people
are also talking about FAD, the Facebook Ad-
diction Disorder. The symptoms of IAD are
mentioned as ‘obsessive thinking about what’s
written on your wall’, spending increasing
amounts of time on social networking sites,

uploading new pictures every day, posting
every feeling, every random thought and docu-
menting every action of your life as your sta-
tus update.

As for adults who are increasingly on
Facebook too, many of us have over 500
friends on our lists and yet, we often don’t
know our colleagues in the next cubicle at
work nor do we know our neighbours next
door. We may not have FAD, but we do have
problems networking with people across a
room, or down the street.

And so, I invite Subbi for a meal of spicy
quesadillas and crisp tacos at an airy roof
top restaurant for some answers. Why would
she rather meet friends on an unseen virtual
arena than over a meal like this, I ask, once

we’ve been served. “Well, it’s so much easier
to talk about yourself on cyberspace,” she
says. “It’s also a good feeling to know that
you belong to a group, instead of being an
outsider, as sometimes happens in real life.
And besides, you get to see what your friends
are thinking about, discover friends from
long ago, share laughs, compare personality
test results and giggle over funny posts.”

A pause and then she adds, “By the way,
it’s also easier to go offline when someone be-
gins to bore you.”

I guess for youngsters like her, it’s just like
being on a virtual playground, where boys
and girls meet, share thoughts, compare notes
and pursue friendships in spirit and in letters.

And for older folk, communicating on a
networking site is perhaps better than shut-
ting ourselves within the walls of privacy
we’ve built around ourselves and the islands
of self we are marooned in.

Maybe, it’s time we started visiting these
sites far more frequently and watching those
updates too. Farmville, anyone?

c_asha@dnaindia.net

ASHA CHOWDARY

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD NO 7

ACROSS
1 They join greens and

fairways (5)
8 He writes articles

about drink (8)
9 Being an employer

helps to make you
single-minded (5)

10 Drink, long and light
(8)

11 Range of a policeman
in the South-East (5)

12 Be in the red - in yel-
low even (3)

16 Famous London
columnist (6)

17 Distressing twitch
about to irritate (6)

18 The age of the Raj (3)
23 Hopeless - and with-

out purpose (2,3)
24 Dry wines for those

taking flight (8)
25 Point to organist’s

control in bar (5)
26 Some rags woven into

a very fine material (8)
27 Ignition takes place at

this point (5)

DOWN
2 Centre is replaced on

the quiet (2,6)
3 Support for the Royal

Mail? (8)
4 Cowardly way to

voice pain (6)
5 Army group threshing

crops (5)
6 Band that breaks up?

(5)
7 A bit of sorrow rather

than anger (5)
12 The number is in the

telephone directory (3)
13 Initially when to expect

a Greek character (3)
14 Drinking song going

around America (8)
15 Girl charges for

errands (8)
19 Having a decayed

property to rent out
(6)

20 Rush into the boat (5)
21 The effrontery of

some bandsmen (5)
22 He has no settled

occupation (5)

ANSWERS FOR CROSSWORD NO 6

ACROSS: 1 Red herring, 6 Scow, 10 Manna, 11 Lumbering, 
12 Untoward, 13 Ogres, 15 Escapes, 17 Codicil, 19 Eardrum, 
21 Coroner, 22 Alpha, 24 Landmark, 27 Israelite, 28 Calve, 
29 Easy, 30 Death’s door. 
DOWN: 1 Rump, 2 Dining car, 3 Erato, 4 Reloads, 5 Nomadic, 
7 Crier, 8 Wages clerk, 9 Recorder, 14 Generalize, 16 Partaken, 18
Contralto, 20 Malaise, 21 Context, 23 Parts, 25 Maces, 26 Rear. 

Rashmi Narayan. BANGALORE

There is good news for dog-lovers across the
city as Pet Day, scheduled for this Saturday
and organised by Pedigree, hosts a series of
events that your family and of course your
pooch, are bound to look forward to. Right
from games for your dogs to a pooch salon,
Pet Day offers the perfect dog package.
What’s even better is that one can also get
their dog license done here.

“It’s a great concept for dogs to socialise
with other dogs,” says Sudha Narayanan,
trustee of The Compassion Unlimited Plus
Action (CUPA). She adds, “Many families
take their dogs for a drive or perhaps to a
park nearby, but a concept such as this is very
unique and there will be people who come
from the same school of thought. People
could even meet at this event and form a so-
cial group for all dog lovers. It’s also ideal
for dogs to meet other dogs, as they tend to
get bored of seeing the same faces and this
seems to be a good break for them.”

Lets Live Together, an organisation that
often holds adoption camps for puppies
across the city, is also
collaborating with Pedi-
gree on Pet Day. Achala
Pani, proprietor of Let’s
Live Together says, “We
plan to bring nearly 50 puppies for Pet Day
and we’re confident that dog-lovers will adopt
them because we have had great response
from our previous adoption camps. Pet Day
is going to be one exciting day for families
and their dogs to enjoy take part in fun-filled
activities together. As the city has hardly
seen such events so far, I think all dog-lovers
must bring their pooches here, irrespective
of the pooch being social or not.”

Saroma Srinidhi, an animal activist and
a dog-lover, plans to take her dog Gypsy and
is rather happy that Pet Day falls on a week-
end.

“My dog and I have our fun times, but we
have hardly had the opportunity to socialise
with other people who love dogs. This event
seems ideal and I’m glad they have a salon
and prizes to be won from their numerous
contests. As I always buy treats for my dog
from the US, I’m thrilled that they have all
the doggie treats right here in Bangalore,
where it’s usually not available.”

Saroma also feels this event signifies the
importance of having a dog and hopes that
people who own dogs will treat them better
after attending this event

“Pet Day is about teaching dog-lovers to be
responsible,” says animal activist Yasmine
Claire who believes it’s a great idea to have
licenses done for dogs in a city like Banga-
lore where most dog owners have not been
responsible enough. “Many Bangaloreans
are ignorant about getting a license done for
their dogs and this is not right. I’m glad that
while Pet Day promises to be a day of fun for
dogs and dog-lovers, it’s also an event where
people will be educated about grooming their
dogs, keeping necessary medical records and
being responsible when it concerns their
pet.”

So get your pooch and your family to
Palace Grounds this Saturday and make it a
memorable day for your dog and you.

n.rashmi@dnaindia.net 

. . . AND THAT DAY IS HERE! THE CITY GEARS UP FOR PET DAY, WHERE YOUR DOG IS PROMISED A DAY OF FUN

TICTALK CUTTING ACROSS AGE GROUPS, SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES OFFER YOU A CHANCE TO SWIM OUT OF THE ISLANDS OF PRIVACY

UPDATE YOUR STATUS AND STAY CONNECTED
WE MAY NOT HAVE FAD, BUT WE DO

HAVE PROBLEMS NETWORKING
WITH PEOPLE ACROSS A ROOM, 

OR DOWN THE STREET

PET
DAY

Bhargavi Kerur. BANGALORE

Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore,
could be the best research institute in South
Asia, but this is not a compliment, says the
scientific community.

The IISc was rated #1 in terms of visibili-
ty and publishing research papers in the lat-
est ranking of such institutions by Cyber-
metric Lab, the largest public research insti-
tution in Spain. It was followed by the Indi-
an Institute of Technology in Mumbai,
Kharagpur and Chennai; and National In-
formatics Centre in Bangalore.

“South Asia is a small scientific commu-
nity. It is not actually a compliment. This
doesn’t mean that it is the Harvard of South
Asia,” says leading aerospace scientist and
former director of National Aeronautics Lab-
oratory (NAL), R Narasimha.

In the world ranking conducted by the
same lab, IISc, Bangalore, does not figure in
the top 500 list, forget the top 100. It is ranked
at 583.

The school scored 499 points in terms of
size, 1,375 in visibility and 500 and 281 in
terms of number of papers and citations, re-
spectively.

The IISc, however, is happy to have sus-

tained its top position in South Asia.
“Sustaining the top spot is not easy even

though it is in a smaller scientific commu-
nity,” says the associate director of IISc, N
Balakrishnan.

He, however, admits that figuring in the
global top 100 list would be an ideal position.
“We have initiated many measures to move
ahead like building physical infrastructure,
equipment, etc. The centenary celebrations
have opened up avenues for visiting foreign-
ers among others,” he adds.

And it is not as bad as the rankings make
it sound, says Narasimha.

“IISc, Bangalore, is comparable to Purdue
University in the US which is better, though
not a Harvard. To move ahead we need to in-
crease the number of post doc students, fund-
ing, pay scale and research opportunities.”

IISc is now planning to showcase the re-
search work in a collective manner. “When
a scientist has to be awarded or given pro-
motions, his individual performance counts.
But achieving rankings of these kinds de-
pends on what the institute has contributed
as a whole. Hence, we are in talks with for-
eign visitors on developing a collective show-
case,” says Balakrishnan.

k_bhargavi@dnaindia.net

THE BANGALORE INSTITUTE RETAINS ITS #1 STATUS IN SOUTH ASIA 

LAB REPORT
The Cybermetric Lab covers not only
formal (e-journals, repositories) but also
informal scholarly communication.

Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai,
follows IISc, Bangalore, with 586 points
in the rank list.

India has two institutes in the top 1,000
category. A total of 15,000 universities
were analysed, of which about 5,000
were ranked in the list.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Harvard University, Stanford University
and University of California, Berkeley
were ranked among the top five.

MAKE THIS YOUR
PET’S WEEKEND
PEDIGREE PET DAY will
have a host of exciting
activities lined up for pet
owners and pets alike

THE INITIATIVE will aim at
raising awareness about
pet care amongst the 
public at large while 
bringing pet owners closer
to their pets.

THE CARNIVAL has every-
thing your pet needs. From
the benefits of sterilisa-
tion, useful tips on respon-
sible pet ownership and
free dental check-ups to
personalised tips on
grooming from leading
vets, Pet Day is going to be
an event to remember 

LETS LIVE together, an
organisation that often
holds adoption camps for
puppies across the city, is
also collaborating with
Pedigree on Pet Day.

Time for IISc to enter the big league

They say every dog has its day...

DOG’S DAY OUT: For pet owners, Pet Day is the perfect opportunity to let their animals have a blast

www.dnaindia.com
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Directed by Sanjay
Upadhyay, the story

of Bhagat Singh is pas-
sionately narrated with
actors who radiate such
infectious energy that
the audience is inspired

to dive onto the stage and celebrate the spirit
of this great hero. The play rests purely on per-
formance and music, while minimal sets and
props have been used.

KANNADA THEATRE AKASHBHERI
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William Nanda Bissell, managing director of
Fabindia chain, believes India’s poverty is

a direct result of its poor management by 
ruling elites who have mastered the art of 
winning elections but have no interest in the
deeper issues of governance.

BOOK LAUNCH MAKING INDIA WORK
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GHAZAL JASWINDER SINGH

The ‘Young Ghazal Maestro,’ as referred to
by the legendary Pt Hariprasad Chaurasia,

released a hugely successful album titled Yeh
Ishq Nahin Asaan which created quite a ripple.
Typically, his soothing ghazal recitals culmi-
nate with a high-energy Punjabi folk song. 1

DANCE SALSA & JIVE WORKSHOP

Varunika Saraf, through Mughal miniature
paintings, explores and interprets her

emotional landscape while Sharmistha Kar’s
works depict her struggles, realisations and
negotiations with art and her understanding
of society. Siji R Krishnan’s paintings on the
other hand are deeply inward looking. 3
i Venue: Gallery Ske, St Marks Road Time: Upto 7pm

Entry: Free Contact: 080 4112 0873

i Venue: Ben Body Studio, 100 Feet Road Indiranagar
Time: 7pm to 9pm Contact: 9900579810

i Venue: Kyra, 100 Feet Road, Indiranagar 2nd Stage
Entry: Rs1500 Time: 7pm Contact: 080 4350 4350

Venue: Bangalore International Centre, Domlur
Time: 6.30pm Entry: Free Contact: 080 25359680

i Venue: Ranga Shankara, 36/1, 8th Cross, JP Nagar
2nd Phase Time: 7.30pm Contact: 080 2659 2777

5PMLife
after

ART UNFAITHFULLY YOURS

Be it shedding a few kilos or adding some
spunk to your moves at a discotheque,

learning basic to intermediate level Salsa and
Jive is a great option. Arun Kumar’s workshop
conducts classes in Salsa and Jive on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

i
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